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sound of a loud laugh reached my ear; I raised my
head to look [towards the dome from which the noise
proceeded]. Then I saw that a face, resplendent as
the full moon, having rent the felt, continued issuing
forth. On beholding it, my reason and senses va-
nished. On coming to myself, I looked up, and saw
a throne of jewels raised on the shoulders of fairies;
a person was seated on it, with a crown of precious
stones on her head, and clothed in a superb dress;
she held in her hand a cup made of ruby, and seated,
was drinking wine. The throne descended by slow
degrees from its height, and rested on [the floor of] the
dome. Then the fairy called me, and placed me beside
her [on the throne]; she began to make use of ex-
pressions of endearment, and having pressed her lips
to mine, she made me drink a cup of rosy wine, and
said, * The human race is faithless, but my heart loves
thee/ The expressions she uttered were so endearing
and so fascinating, that in a moment my heart was
enraptured, and I felt such pleasure as if I had tasted
the supreme joys of life, and thus I conceived that I
had only on that day entered the world [of enjoy-
ment].

" The result is my present state! but no one [on
earth] hath ever seen, or heard such ecstatic pleasure!
In that zest, with our hearts at ease, we both were
seated, when all at once our joys wore dashed to
pieces! Now listen to the itnlooked-for circum-
stance [which produced this sudden change]. At the
moment, four fairies descended from the heavens, and
whispered something in that beloved one's ear. On
hearing it, her colour changed, and she said to me,